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“Children are curious and amazing human beings, while
reminding us that they have not experienced the world as
long as vus.”

- PROF. MARILYN FLEER






“The more that you read, the more things you will know.
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go”

- DR. SEUSS -
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“A hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to persevere
and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles”

- CHRISTOPHER REEVE



CEO AND CHAIR
MESSAGE

In 2023, KIDS Foundation stands 30 years strong.
The KIDS Team continues to be motivated by the
courage and strength of the survivors that come
into our world. We have been privileged to meet
some seriously inspiring people in our programs
and partnerships. Together we achieve what some
would consider impossible, but when you have a
can-do mindset and the right team beside you,
you can make magic happen.

There are 30 years of countless memories we
hold onto dearly, where we have shared some
incredible moments. Our all-time favourites
include:
The creation of SeeMore Safety
Printing and distributing 465,000 children'’s
books, including SeeMore Bug Safety - The tiny
germs we can't see where 4,000 copies were
printed in languages other than English.
Reaching 400,000 preschool children through
10,000 early learning education centres
Seeing beautiful friendships form in our
intergenerational program, ‘Adopt a
GrandBuddy'
Accomplishing incredible achievements with
our partners
Creating magical moments and opportunities
for our trauma and injury survivors.

Now we celebrate 30 years of greatness as we
reach this remarkable milestone.

KIDS Foundation’s work is only possible because
of the many people that believe in our mission for
‘every child to be safe, free from harm and injury".
For over 30 years we have impacted millions and
made an extraordinary difference in the lives of
many.

It is an absolute honour to go into the KIDS office
and work alongside a unique group of people
that are self-motivated, driven, committed, and
loyal. Our heartfelt thanks goes to the children
and their families, the devoted KIDS team, Board,
Ambassadors, and volunteers who share our
vision. Thank you!
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“One moment can change a day, one day can change a life, one
life can change the world”

- BUDDHA >
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30 YEARS OF KIDS

Over the last 30 years we have made an
extraordinary difference in the lives of millions.
Our team of 10 (4.5 full-time equivalent) are

a unique group of self-motivated, driven, and
committed people who devote their time to

all facets of the Foundation. We are privileged
to meet some exceptionally courageous and
inspiring young people and get to wake up every
day and create magical moments to make their
lives the best they can be.

These young people, who in a second had their
lives changed forever, are not ordinary. They
are extraordinary. KIDS is a family that exists

to provide unconditional love and support to
the children and families that need us. There
are 2 kinds of people in this world ‘victims’

and ‘survivors’. You get to choose. Our people
choose ‘survivor’. The KIDS Team is passionately,
truly, and deeply invested in their wellbeing,
connecting with the children and their families to
bring out their best despite their tragedies.

We are equally proud of our education
program, fulfilling our dream of reaching 10,000
kindergartens and preschools in Australia. In
2020 the KIDS Foundation's SeeMore Safety
program delivered 465,000 books to children
aged 4 to 6 years. Some books were printed in
four languages to support families with non-
English speaking backgrounds.

We have made countless memories and shared
incredible moments over the last 30 years that
we hold onto dearly and believe the best is yet
to come.
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“You never know how strong you are, until being strong
is your only choice”

- BOB MARLEY



OUR DRIVE

Vision Values

Every child is safe, free from harm and

injury

Mission
To educate and empower children to live
safely and create a better life for those
affected by serious trauma, injury and
burns.

Purpose
To be a guiding influence in the lives of
curious, amazing little people who have
not experienced the whole world as we
have to manage risks safely, and help
survivors discover their purpose.




Child Safety

Since 2021, we have produced...

1/2 a million children'’s
books

10,000 safety education
packs

W
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Trauma and Injury
Care (TIC)

Since 2021, we have supported... Since 2021, we have provided...

10, 035 support hours

One-on-one, in group
settings and at camps

FoumpATION



Spencer’s Story

Spencer and his brother Fletcher came to KIDS
Foundation after surviving a horrific and unspeakable
revenge attack at the hands of their own father. At only
5 years of age Spencer suffered burns to 37 per cent of
his body, including full thickness burns to his shoulders
and neck. Spencer, now 15, doesn't let his burns hold
him back.

KIDS Camps are a place where young people in the
KIDS program can come together and share common
understandings. Life skill sessions form a part of each
campitinerary, and participants complete vision boards
or set goals to achieve in the coming year. Spencer is
ambitious and has the desire and determination to
achieve great things, and at KIDS we have a way of
making dreams come true. Spencer’s dream to become
an actor was a little more complicated, however...

One of the volunteers at camp had told Spencer that a
casting company had been advertising for burn survivors
to play extras roles for an upcoming “blockbuster” movie.
Spencer said he wanted to apply saying “l want to make
my scars worthwhile”. On his behalf, we contacted the
casting company but sadly the positions had been filled.
A few months later, our CEO Susie was on a health retreat
sharing a house with a lovely lady named Leonie, who
asked to read the book she had recently written. That
night she stayed up reading. In the morning, she asked
Susie about Spencer and Fletcher who featured.

Susie mentioned Spencer’s desire to be in this particular
movie. The following morning a gentleman named Rob
approached her and said he would like to talk. He had
been speaking to Leonie where she mentioned this young
boy’s dream to be in a movie. As it turned out, part of the

movie was being filmed on Rob’s property and he was
cast as an extra. Rob said he would give this role up for
Spencer. KIDS didn't want him to do that, but we would
be grateful to be introduced to someone from the casting
company. They asked for three photos and his story. The
casting company showed the information to the Director
and after reading it, he asked Spencer to audition for a
part. In the end, he ended up with a talking role in this
blockbuster movie getting highly paid, with his own driver,
dressing trailer and makeup artist. Spencer’s dream of
becoming an actor is well underway...

A note for Spencer written by Robert
‘Macka' MacKenzie.




You don’t meet people accidentally. They’re meant to cross your
path for a reason.




OUR PROGRAMS

The KIDS Foundation has been operating since 1993, occupying a unique position as a national leader in childhood
safety, and injury and trauma recovery. Our mission is to ensure that all Australian children are safe - free from harm
and injury.

This year, in 2023, KIDS Foundation celebrates being 30 years strong.

We work with children who have horrific injuries and trauma from burns, accidents, violent crimes, and abuse, to
support them and their families to recover.

In 2020, our education programs reached 400,000 children through 10,000 kindergartens and preschools with an
integrated approach to safety, physical and emotional wellbeing.

KIDS Foundation is committed to early intervention, creating, and instilling a health and safety culture that gives
young people agency in their learning, critical for lifelong wellbeing.

EDUCATION
Our education programs empower children to build a strong sense of identity and wellbeing so that they can
keep themselves and others safe while still allowing them to be kids. Educating children through the SeeMore
Safety Program in Australian early childhood education centres is our focus.

RECOVERY (TRAUMA AND INJURY CARE [TIC])
Our TIC programs support children with horrific injuries and trauma caused by burns, accidents, dog attacks,
crime, neglect, abuse, and environmental events. We recognise the positive impact of peer support that was
promoted through the delivery of Trauma and Injury Care camps, leadership workshops and the National Burn
Survivors’ Network for families.

ADVOCACY WORK
Our advocacy work gives children a voice and agency in their own learning. We empower them to build self-worth,
wellbeing, respectful relationships, values, and behaviours that allow them to become responsible risk takers and
contributors to society.

Every day, the team at KIDS Foundation devotes time and resources
to educating and empowering children and their families on ways to
prevent trauma and injury associated with dangerous situations.

That’s how KIDS gets it’s acronym -

“Kids In Dangerous Situations”



In Recovery
2022 /2023 saw KIDS embrace the power of the
horse-human connection through the introduction
and incorporation of equine assisted activities into
our Injury and Trauma Recovery Camps.

Three Camp TANGO's took place during this
financial year and were held across three states;
Victoria, South Australia, and Queensland. Each
TANGO, providing life-changing peer-to-peer
connections and experiences for participants.

Our Victorian Camp TANGO's focus was on
introducing attendees to the horse-human
connection and how powerful it can be. Through
equine assisted activities participants gained a new
sense of trust and confidence within themselves
and their capabilities.

Our South Australian Camp TANGO saw
attendees step out of their comfort zones

with some fun mental and physical challenges.
Everyone worked hard on their team building,
communication and problem solving skills whilst in
an equine assisted environment.

Our Queensland Camp TANGO involved a number
of enjoyable equine inspired activities; including a
night out at the Australian Outback Spectacular;
‘Heartland’; a meet and greet with world class
horse trainer, Cody Rawson; equine assisted
activities; and creating horse inspired artwork.



Who we supported - Tianna

Tianna is a burn survivor who was injured in a
house fire at 14 months old after her night light
ignited in the middle of the night. She first joined
KIDS at an Injury Recovery Camp when she was
10 years old, then found KIDS again only a few
years ago. In November, 2022 was presented
with a specially modified car at Camp TANGO.

Tianna had wanted the independence her own
car would bring her for so long and was beyond
grateful when she found out that KIDS, alongside
her family and other organisations had been
working together to make her dream a reality.




WHAT’S BEEN
HAPPENING

In Education

Connecting Generations

Hamilton Project - Statistics and Data

in 2022, the Connecting Generations program was
implemented across 5 kindergartens and aged care
centers in the Hamilton, Victoria area.

As part of this project, an assessment tool called 'CATE’
(Children’s Attitude Toward the Elderly) was used to
consider children’s perceptions of the elderly prior to the
program delivery, compared to after. Children were shown
pictures of an individual at different stages of ageing
and responded to tasks and questions based on their
understanding and opinions of the elderly

Data showed that;

Visit to Coleraine Kindergarten

On the 2nd August, 2022, members of our Education
Team, Nick, Hayley, Jo and SeeMore, traveled to Coleraine
Kindergarten to see the successful Connecting Generations
Program being implemented in partnership with Valley
View Nursing Home. Even through the adversities of the
Covid-19 Pandemic, these services were able to find a way
to come together through the Connecting Generations
Program. Each week, the kindergarten read one of the
SeeMore Safety books and completed an activity from the
KIDS Foundation Connecting Generations Program Guide,
before taking a walk to hand deliver their creations and say
hello to the residents at Valley View through the windows!




Noosa
Perigan Beach
incursion

Gumnut
Preschool
incursion

Kool Kidz Mill
Park incursion

Trailer

Thanks to the generosity of the Jo White Bequest, we were
able to design and develop a trailer for the Ballarat and
broader regional Victorian community. This trailer will
be used to deliver programs that support wellbeing and
school readiness and promote the physical and emotional
health and safety of children.

Works on the trailer were completed by local Ballarat
company, Brimarco.

Our new KIDS Trailer
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WHO WE SUPPORT

Since 2021...

New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania and

14 Camps and Day Camps were held in Victoria,
A Queensland.

f 10,000 Early Childhood Education Centres recieved
. SeeMore Safety Program packs and engaged with our
virtual classroom and SeeMore Safety Show online.

10,035 Individualised Support Hours were provided through one-on-one time, in group
settings and at camps.

1/2 a million Safety Activity and Story
Books were printed and distributed to

l children throughout Australia.

® 65 Early Childhood Education and Aged Care
sﬁ Centres recieved the Connecting Generations - Adopt a
) Grandbuddy Program.
21
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The Board

MLANHNDZAN
|ZI

Sincere thanks to the KIDS Foundation Board and Board Advisors (left to right),
Athol Hodgetts, Charles Kovess, Susie O'Neill, Kate Emerson, Jo Stuckey, Hamish
McLachlan, Margie Amarfio, Matthew Ricker, lan Coutts and Rimas Liubinas for
generously volunteering their time and expertise. Your commitment, passion and
support allow us to continue to fulfill our mission and grow stronger.

Rimas and Athol have taken on various roles supporting the KIDS Foundation for 30
years since 1993, the year we were founded. Matthew Ricker has provided sound finan-
2‘ cial advice for the past ten years after joining the Board in 2013.




OUR PEOPLE

The Team - In alphabetical order

Annie Edgar Beau Jones Erynne Trotter Hayley Wilson Jo Brodie Kylie Cirak
Administration, Educator (NSW) Psychologist Educator Educator (QLD) Grants
Educator & Camp
Recovery Support Coordinator
Lauren Grace Melanie Mullen Leanne Melissa Tipping  Nicholas Van Der ~ SeeMore Safety
Graphic Designer  Communications McPherson Burns Survivors' Molen Educator
& Resource & Campaigns Trauma & Injury Network SA Educator

Developer Care Coordinator
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OUR PROGRAM
SUPPORTERS /S

CHILD SAFETY

eSafety Comissioner - SeeMore eSafety
Newcastle Permanent Charitable Foundation - SeeMore eSafety
Flora and Frank Leith Charitable Trust - Ready To Go SeeMore
Joe White Bequest - Ready To Go SeeMore

CHILD HEALTH & WELLBEING
Australian Charities Foundation - Bug Safety
Arcare - Connecting Generations
Pratt Foundation - CARHM Start

CAMPS & TRAUMA AND INJURY CARE (TIC)
Bank of Melbourne - Camp TANGO
Banter Toys & Collectables - TIC
Burnslife - Camp Phoenix
Clipsal - Burn Survivors Network SA
Consolidated Property Services - Camps and TIC
Harold Mitchell - Camps and TIC
Harris Trade Plumbing Supplies - Camps and TIC
Kookaburra - TIC
Petstock Foundation - Equine Camps
Smile for a Child - QLD Camps
Westfield - SA Camps

HELPING US DO BUSINESS
BossMan

Harris Trade Plumbing Supplies

Innotec
MDS Accounting Services
Noosa Tri
O'Brien Icehouse

Wattletree




' FINANCES

INCOME 2023
Revenue $844,317.00
Other Income $818.00
TOTAL $845,132.00
EXPENSES

Education Programs $463, 798.00
Trauma and Injury Care (TIC) Recovery Programs $327,143.00
Administration $36, 364.00
Annual Rent $635.00
Depreciation $2,332.00
TOTAL $830, 542.00
Surplus $14, 590.00




YOUR MONEY
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Inkind
Products

Examples of what we do with your money and the support we have provided
our young people:

Annual Rent

Tom was burnt in a house fire at young age and was later adopted by his foster mum. For 20 years
Tom underwent over 150 surgeries and struggled with his partially amputated foot as a result of
the fire. Amputation and attachment of a prosthetic lower limb was recommended. This surgery
came at a cost, with out-of-pocket fees totalling $35,000. KIDS raised the money for Tom, who now
walks, runs and has taken on a KIDS Youth Leadership role.

Two 18-year-old participants needed cars, however didn't have the ability to fund them. One of the
cars had to be less that 5 years old, under than 50,000km, automatic, and could fit a wheelchair to
meet the NDIS requirements. These cars cost around $30,000 - $35,000 so KIDS Foundation

donated $2,500 and helped
them to fundraise. Within

a year both had cars and a
new sense of independence.
They're now able to socialise
with their friends and can
transport themselves without
the added challenge of public

transport. Tianna Fletcher




MEDIA STORIES




Susie O’Neill - OAM




AWARENESS AND
FUNDRAISERS

Hot Temple Tri 4 KIDS

The Hot Temple hosted the Tri4KIDS again this year raising over $9,000 which went towards the KIDS Foundation Injury
Recovery Camps. Ballarat turned on the weather for the last day of April, with sunshine and a light breeze.
27 athletes completed the Tri, some as individuals and some as teams. It was a huge success with people going outside
their comfort zones and doing something that they never thought possible.

The Hot Temple provided an alternative to swimming the 1500m with a 35min core & arm workout some would say it was
more challenging than the swim. This was followed by the 40km stationary bike ride in the gym with a little heat to keep
everyone sweating. The 10km run course consisting of 5 x 2km laps, looped along Howitt Street and through the carpark
which gave the spectators and athletes plenty of opportunities to cheer everyone on.

The event was won by:
Female - Sam Edwards
Male - Bailey Tuddenham

Special prizes were handed out for those
that raised the most money:
Con Palmbas was awarded the prize for raising
the most money at $1460
Special recognition goes to the following for their
fundraising efforts:
Soph and Steph (the Twins) $1000
Erika Rees $750
Vicki Zelazo $620

Thanks to Hot Temple for providing the location,
bikes, promotion and training for the eventin
2023.



Adventure All Stars

Susie O'Neill and Leanne McPherson were invited to star in the ‘Legends’ episode
of Adventure All Stars, filmed in Port Douglas, QLD.

The nationally broadcast show featured past contestants of Adventure All Stars
who had been selected to return for the ‘Legends’ episode. This 3-part special
television event featured the best of the past cast members returning for a week of
adventure in tropical Far North Queensland.

The 'legends’ episode of season 3 aired in July 2023 on 7plus, reaching at least 21
countries and over 45 million households worldwide.
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Key Partners







HEARTFELT THANKS

A heartfelt thanks goes to the donors and funders who share our vision. We know there are many
great causes, and you have a lot of choices when it comes to donating. We are so grateful that you
chose to donate to our cause to allow KIDS Foundation to continue doing great work.
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Aarna Khatri, AGMAL PTY LTD, Amy Hobbs, Anita Will,

, Art Story SA, Ashley Rowe,
Australian Communities Foundation,
Ballarat and Clarendon College, Bhavim Patel, Brenda Clark,
Britten, Carol Woolgar,
Charity TV Global Foundation, D and S Moss, Dav Askan,
Dean Russell, Dulwich Bakery - Pasadena,
Emma Cursaro, Erin Kefalas,
Flora & Frank Leith Charitable Trust, Giesen,
Graeme McMahon, Harris Plumbing,
Holman Industries, Hunt, JA McKenzie,
Jane Comer, Jennifer McKenzie, Jessica Best,
Jo Stuckey, John Burbergs, Johnson,
K & H Notting Hill PTY LTD, Kai Huang, Karl Whitten,
Kaylene Sirris, Kylie Harris, Lisa Campo,
Lucas Allen, Margie Amarfio,
Maroondah City Council, Melissa Tipping,
Michael Ramadge, Oliver Macmillan-Bell, PetStock,
Pratt Foundation, Rob Pitts,
Samantha Chiminello, Scott Eathorne,
Somselle P/L, Susie O'Neilll,
Tim Gane,

Trevor Richardson, Westfield,
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1300 734 733
administration@kidsfoundation.org.au
PO Box 12, Wendouree, Vic, 3355
www.kidsfoundation.org.au





