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“The capacity to learn /§ a gift; the
ability to learn is a skill, the willingness
to learn is a choice.”

Brian Herbert



INTRODUCTION

Following an unexpected family tragedy in 2021, horses have come galloping into the KIDS
Foundation world. Our CEO and Founder, Susie, tragically lost her granddaughter Bella to
Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA). Following the celebration of Bella's short life, the family
needed time together and decided to take a holiday, which included a horse ride. It had been
more than 35 years since Susie had ridden a horse, however, that experience led horses to
the KIDS Foundation.

Horses are very sensitive to emotional and verbal cues and for these reasons, horses now
play a major role in KIDS programs. Empowerment, bonding and building trust with the horses
has now found a special place in our Education and Recovery programs. These recovery
camps have shown to have a positive effect on children overcoming anxiety and PTSD from
traumatic events, promoting positive mental health.

We now have an equine-based program linked closely with our books "SeeMore and Carm”
and "SeeMore Kindness" is aimed at helping children develop an awareness of emotional
understanding and communication. More recently we incorporated aspects of the Equine
Assisted Learning Program into Connecting Generations where the mini ponies interact with
the children and residents of the aged care centre.

Horses also drive our fundraising. The Tour d'Horse eventis not only the highlight of our annual
calendarbutalsoanimportantinitiative supportingand funding the Foundation's Recovery and
Education programs, now reaching up to 400,000 Australian children annually. It is important
that we share with our readers that all of our camps, events, appearance and guest speaking
attendances are fully delivered in a voluntary capacity by staff, board members, supporters
and ambassadors, ensuring all funds raised go directly to KIDS Foundation programs.

In the 2025 Annual report we share memories from a busy rewarding year and more magical
stories, many involving horses. We hope you enjoy reading, stay happy, healthy and safe.

A charity for children with traumatic life-altering injuries, burns, and rare genetic
conditions that affect appearances and capabilities.



Together, we experienced the horse-human connection that touches lives, empowers futures
and unite us, in ways we could only dream of. This report focuses heavily on an event that
will allow us to deliver our commitment to improving the lives of children and young people
affected by the most traumatic events that physically and emotionally change them forever.
It will allow us to provide opportunities that build bright prospects, resilience, optimism, and
through our education programs, empower healthy physical and mental wellbeing outcomes
in a way that 'lets kids be kids'.

KIDS Foundation has created something extraordinary powered by purpose, love, and the
unshakable belief in a brighter tomorrow.

Tour d'Horse serves as a powerful reminder that healing comes in many forms. When we
combine the therapeutic power of horses with a meaningful cause, the impact stretched far
beyond the ride itself. Thank you to all that took part in this powerful mission. Your generosity,
compassion and belief in this cause has made it all possible and unforgettable.

We extend a heartfelt thank you to the devoted, driven, and loyal KIDS team: our staff, Board
of Directors, ambassadors, volunteers, sponsors, and donors who realise the value of our
work and carry the passion they have for KIDS Foundation with them wherever they go.

Kindest wishes,

doshety

Susie O'Neill Jo Stuckey
CEO and Founder Chair of the Board




KIDS stands for - 'Kids In Dangerous Situations’

Our purpose is to help differently abled children and families in their recovery from horrific
trauma, injuries and life-altering rare genetic conditions, and educate to promote safety and
wellbeing.

The support we provide is life-long. Our people are of all ages, because little people grow to
become big people!

Our Impact

We reach 300,000 to 400,000 children and families through KIDS Foundation Recovery and
Education Programs each year. The support we provide is life-long, and our participants are of all
ages.

Mission

Our mission is to ‘Build Strong Lives' through empowerment, Recovery and Education programs.
Vision

Every child is safe, free from harm and injury.

Values
Trust, Loyalty, Kindness, Respect, Acceptance




WHAT WE DO

11 Camps and KIDS One-Day Camps were
held in Victoria, New South Wales, South
Australia and Queensland.

5000 Early Childhood Education Centres
received SeeMore Safety program packs.

12, 548 support hours were provided
through one-on-one time, in group settings
and at camps.

25,000 SeeMore Safety, SeeMore Kindness
and SeeMore and Carm Activity and Story
Books were printed and distributed to
children throughout Australia.
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OUR PROGRAMS

Recovery
In our Recovery Programs we celebrate all abilities, offering support, camps and recovery
programs for children and families following traumatic events that change lives and capabilities.

Education
We educate and empower children to learn about safety and wellbeing, while still allowing them
to be Kids.

We do this nationally through Early Childhood Education Centres and preschools, using
our series of SeeMore Safety programs and activities. These include children's story books,
incursions with visits from SeeMore, Connecting Generations — Adopt a GrandBuddy and even
Miniature Horses. Our programs help children understand their emotions, physical capabilities
and manage risk so they can live healthy, happy and safe lives.



RECOVERY

Thanks to the amazing support of Move 4 Bella, this year our Recovery program expanded
from supporting those impacted by life-changing injury, burns and trauma to also supporting
individuals and families affected by medical conditions such as SMA. This support had a
profound impact on the children and families who attended Camp Phoenix in August 2024.

The positive effect of the horse-human connection continued throughout the year with equine
assisted learning and other equine related activities being part of many of our Recovery
Camps.

We are proudly delivering projects for the Peer Support and Capacity Building (PSCB) grant
for the NDIS. This program aims to increase the skills, knowledge and confidence of people
with disability by empowering them to be able to advocate for their rights and connect with
support services. It also provides participants with opportunities to develop a social network
with others who have similar lived experiences.

Camp Phoenix 2024
Moreton Island, QLD

Camp TANGO South Australia
Adelaide, SA

Gwinganna Lifestyle Retreat
Tallebudgera Valley, QLD
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KIDS One-Day Camp Victoria
Geelong, VIC

Camp TANGO Tour d'Horse
Hunter Valley, NSW

......

Empowering RIGHTS Program

This year, the KIDS Foundation launched Empowering RIGHTS (Resilience, Independence,
Goals, Health, Togetherness, and Safety), a program co-created by young people with different
abilities to build a social participation network supporting recovery from trauma. Focused on
developing life skills, confidence, and independence, the program fosters resilience and positive
connections through camps and group activities. Led by Erynne and Mia, Empowering RIGHTS
employs and engages differently abled youth and volunteers to promote inclusion. The first
sessions included food handling and healthy meal preparation, inspiring some participants to
explore careers in hospitality.

The Empowering RIGHTS Noosa-based team
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‘All our dreams can come true
if we have the courage to pursue them.”
Walt Disney



CARHM Start Program

CARHM (Connected Active Resilient Heathy Mindful)
Start is focused on supporting the social, physical,
and emotional wellbeing of children aged 3-4 years.
Taking a holistic approach, it aimed to empower
children to become Connected, Active, Resilient,
Healthy, and Mindful.

A unique feature of the program was the inclusion
of visits from gentle, trained miniature horses.
These visits supported emotional development
and social skills, offering children a rare and
enriching experience.

This program was supported by Flora and Frank Leith
Charitable Trust, Ballarat Connected Communities and
the City of Greater Geelong

—_—
GEELONG

Connecting Generations

Our Connecting Generations program was
implemented at Mecwacare in Darley, with
children from Journey Early Learning Centre
and our mini ponies Carm and Eleven Eleven.

We set up activities that brought both young and
old together. The mini ponies were a highlight
and moved calmly through the entire centre.
Their gentle presence brought joy, comfort, and
plenty of smiles.

It was heartwarming to see children and elderly
residents connect through shared activities.




Equine Education

Through the KIDS Foundation's equine incursions, children are invited to
explore a wide range of emotions and learn strategies to support their own
emotional regulation.

Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour

In 2024, the Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour brought the iconic $750,000 trophy to lIris
Ramsay Kindergarten in Ballarat, creating a memorable day filled with joy, learning,
and inspiration.

Our beloved miniature ponies, Carmand Eleven Eleven, starredalongsideinspirational
ambassador Steve Moneghetti.

24 25



Education - NSW

The SeeMore Safety program continues to have a big
impact across the Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, and
Hunter Valley regions. In 2025, more than 72 early
education servicesreceived engaging safety education
sessions.

A highlight of the program was the opportunity for
children to interact with mini ponies Carm and Eleven
Eleven. These character visits brought the narrative to
life, helping to reinforce core kindness messages in an
interactive, fun, and memorable way.

A generous donation from Lake Macquarie City Council
enabled the KIDS Foundation to take part in this year's
"“You're Kidding Me" expo. The event welcomed 123
adults and 101 children and proved to be a valuable
platform for community engagement.

We are proud to see the continued expansion and
recognition of the SeeMore programs and are grateful
to our community partners for their ongoing supportin
helping us make a lasting difference in children’s lives




EVENTS + AWARENESS

Welcoming Makybe Diva to KIDS

On her 26th birthday, champion racehorse
Makybe Diva was nhamed an equine
ambassador for the KIDS Foundation during
a special event at Flemington Racecourse.
Makybe will now support our education and
recovery programs, promoting kindness,
empathy, and resilience. Makybe was even
presented with a unique horse-friendly cake
to top it off!
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Noosa Triathlon 2024

70 athletes represented the KIDS
Foundation in the Noosa Triathlon, raising

an incredible combined total of $152,730.
There were many athletes who exceeded

the $1,500 goal, including Kai Huang, Matt
Howarth and Jack Tung. Athletes heard the
stories of survivors and how they peresevere
and overcome the challenges they face on a
daily basis, which deeply motivated them for
their races. Well done to all!

Caulfield Charity Family Day

The 2024 Caulfield Family Charity Day, held
on September 21, was a celebration of
community and kindness. It raised a total
of $24,617.89 for the KIDS Foundation,
supported by our awesome ambassadors
Anthony Koutoufides, Steve Moneghetti,
and Luke Power, along with volunteers and
Exford Primary School students.

Hot Temple Tri 4 KIDS

We had 5 individuals and 17 teams give
it their all, and the energy on the day was
nothing short of inspiring.

A special shoutout to the KIDS Foundation
Ambassadors for giving this event such a
meaningful purpose, and to the Ballarat Hot
Temple Fitness studio members for their
support. Together, we raised an incredible
$7.,500!

Together, we raised $7,500 to support
children who have faced trauma and injury.
Every dollar makes a difference, and it's all
thanks to the generosity of the Ballarat Hot
Temple Fitness community. We're so proud
of what we've achieved—~bring on next year!
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Equitana

Our minis, Carm and Eleven Eleven,
were a huge hit, helping start meaningful
conversations about the work we do. We
were even lucky enough to connect with
supporters like Will Rogers and Travis
Cloke.

A big thank you to our ambassadors Simon

Wincer, Abbie McKay, Luke Power, Alex
Cincotta and Matt Thiele for helping us.

clo]

Bendigo Equine Expo and Trade Fair

The KIDS Foundation was invited to the
inaugural Bendigo Equine Expo.

Our horse float and mini ponies, Carm

and Eleven Eleven, were a crowd

favourite, drawing visitors to meet youth
ambassadors Ashton, Cadin, and Awheata.
Their personal stories highlighted our
impact and helped raise awareness.

AON Leadership and Growth
Conference

AON Leadership and Growth Conference
on the Gold Coast. Matt and Spencer's talk
deeply moved the room, earning a standing
ovation.

That evening at the Gala Dinner, the total
amount fundraised was revealed - an
incredible $188,539.

AICD NSW Annual Lunch

Speaking before 250 attendees at the
AICD NSW Annual Lunch was a valuable
opportunity to raise both awareness and
funds, with $8,471 raised for the KIDS
Foundation. .
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Tamworth Music Festival Parade

The Tamworth Country Music Festival
Parade was an unforgettable moment for
the Tour d'Horse campaign.

We proudly rode in the parade to promote
the Tour and were thrilled by the surprise
honour of being awarded Best Equine Entry.

E
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Tour d'Horse

Following the tragic loss of Bella, horses come galloping
into the KIDS Foundation's world. Our beautiful
granddaughter through her big sister, showed us how
horses can comfort and heal in the most unexpected
way. Horses now have a special place within KIDS
Foundation.

Thanks to the unwavering belief and generosity of our
supporters and donors, we didn't just meet our 2025
fundraising goal - we smashed it, raising an incredible
$1.17 million. This extraordinary achievement will have
a lasting impact on countless lives across the country
in the year ahead.

We extend a heartfelt thank you to the devoted, driven,
and loyal KIDS team: our staff, Board of Directors,
ambassadors, volunteers, sponsors, and donors who
realise the value of our work and carry the passion they
have for KIDS Foundation with them wherever they go.
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Petstock Equestrian Victoria
Interschool State Championships

KIDS Foundation was the official charity
partner, supported by the Solomon Family
Foundation and Boneo Park.

$2,453 was raised for KIDS Foundation
over the duration of the event

Boneo Park International Dressage
Competition

Hosted by KIDS Foundation ambassador
Amanda Ross, the evening boosted
awareness of the foundation's work.
Representatives Emily Morris and

Naomi Maynard thanked attendees

and highlighted the importance of the
foundation’'s mission.

Newcastle Mini Ninjas

KIDS Foundation and Kumiai Ryu
Martial Arts teamed up to host

a community day in Newcastle,
where children learned essential
risk management skills and self-
empowerment.

Thank you to Kumiai Ryu Martial Arts
for this engaging and educational
session!

Scenic Rim Truck Show

The inaugural Scenic Rim Truck Show was
held on May 31 at Jimboomba Primary School,
Queensland.

The community's generosity raised $30,104

for KIDS Foundation, surpassing the $20,000
goal. Key contributions included $12,830 from
auctions, $6,000 from truck registrations,
$1,950 from ride passes, $9,324 in merchandise
sales, and $2,000 from the school's P&C bar.



SPOTLIGHT & MEDIA

KIDS FOUNDATION AND VJA ANNOUNCE LIFE-SAVING
PARTNERSHIP

The KIDS Foundation and the Victorian Jockeys Association
(VJA) are proud to announce a significant new partnership and
the launch of the JOCKEYS ARE FAMILY FUND — VJA, a dedicated
initiative to support injured jockeys and their families. The fund will
provide essential assistance to aid in recovery and improve quality
of life for jockeys who have experienced trauma on the track.

This meaningful collaboration was officially launched at the 2025
Tour d'Horse—the KIDS Foundation's major fundraising event—
where two of Australia’'s most recognised jockeys, Jamie and
Ben Melham, will ride in support of the cause. Both have personal
connections to the issue, with Jamie Melham reflecting on the
vital support she received from the VJA after her own serious fall
in 2023.

Read more by scanning the QR Code.



THE GRANT FAMILY

Backin 2010 the Grant Family came into the KIDS Foundation
world through the Irvine Club fundraising lunch. The not-for-
profit club generates funds for local charities. Matt Thiele,
KIDS Foundation Youth Ambassador, was invited to be the
guest speaker at just 13 years old. Now when you read
the line-up of speakers that had previously spoken, Sam
Newman, Rex Hunt, Sir lan Botham, Sir Vivian Richards, Sir
Richard Hadlee, Dermott Brereton, Billy Brownless, Robbie
Slater, Allan Border, Kevin Sheedy, Sam Kekovich, Steve
Bradbury and Tim Watson, just to name a few, this was a
huge honour. Seated amongst the crowd was Justin and
Paul Grant, who, at the time, were Directors of the family
owned business Consolidated Property Services.

A couple of years down the track we received a call from
Director of Consolidated, Eliza Hoppe, making some
enquiries about the KIDS Foundation as they were looking
for a new charity to support. That was in 2012, and today
they are still one of the KIDS Foundation's most 'Trusted,
Loyal and Kind' partners. Even after selling their business,
the family continues to support the Foundation in many
ways, especially Mary and John Grant - Founders of BIC
Consolidated and the newly formed

Maula Foundation.

They continue to make generous donations, mentor
children, attend camps as volunteers and more, but the
most treasured support is what John and Mary have done
to help us create Tour d'Horse. John is an acclaimed polo
player and has ridden in the first two, Tour d'Horse events at
the young age of 70, along with his mate and internationally
acclaimed Film Director Simon Wincer. Their team is named
‘Team Thiele' inspired by the courageous young man Matt
Thiele.




Matt Thiele was just three when he was trapped in a burning car
as his horrified mother watched, back in April 1999. Matt has
the cheekiest smile that couldn't be taken away, even on the
day that was to change their lives forever. Doctors suggested
to Matt's parents that they turn off his life support. They didn't.

“I was three at the time of the car fire but have no memory of
it. The doctors had basically given up on me, they didn't think
| would make it. They told my parents that if | got through and
survived this, my quality of life would not be good. They even
suggested to my Mum and Dad, they turn the life support off.
Obviously, they didn't because I'm here. Thank goodness for
that.

My life up until about 11 was pretty much going to places | felt
safe like church and school, and avoiding going anywhere |
didn't have to. When | went to the shopping centre it was like
| was on show, people would crowd around me and stare. But
then | found the KIDS Foundation and my life changed”.

Matt started his first business at the age of 20. Starting with 1
vending machine growing to 11, he sold them in 2024 to start a
new venture, Candle-Making. He loves that his candles create
a warm, inviting atmosphere for others, whilst providing a
soothing escape for himself. If you would like to follow along on
Matt's aromatic adventure, please visit his website by scanning
the QR Code:




IN THE MEDIA

HENEWS

Jo Hall shining a light on Tour d'Horse 25
and sharing the powerful stories of Cadin
and Ashton.

Read Here:

@he Coucice

The 12-year-old honouring her late sister
with $50,000 fundraising goal

Read Here:

M NEWS

Olympians, actors, models help raise $1m
for KIDS Foundation
and trauma survivors

Read Here:

Initiative instilling kindness in
Hunter Valley children

Read Here:






OUR TEAM

. J

Dr. Susie O'Neill OAM
CEO, Founder — Recovery
and Education Lead

Jennifer Barker
Educator VIC - KIDS
Foundation

.

Erynne Trotter
Recovery Lead and
Psychologist

Shae Scott

Educator VIC — KIDS

Foundation

Nicholas
Van Der Molen
Education Lead — KIDS
Foundation

Naomi Maynard
Equine Assisted Learning
Lead

Kel Keir
Empowering RIGHTS
Champion QLD

Clayton Nicolas

Empowering RIGHTS
Champion QLD (Volunteer)

Annie Edgar
Support Coordinator

.

Melanie Mullen
PR and Media Lead,
Recovery and Education
Content Producer

Melissa Tipping
Recovery Coordinator SA

\. J

Abbie McKay
Logistics and YABI
Coordinator

. J

Emily Morris
Equine Business
Development, Program
and Relations Lead

Karen Jacques
Recovery Coordinator
QLD (Volunteer)

\. J

Beau Jones
Noosa Triathlon

KIDS Team Coordinator

Lauren Grace
Graphic Designer, Web
Programs Coordinator

\. J

Matt Golinsky
Empowering RIGHTS
Program Mentor QLD

\. J

Jackie Mulholland
Educator NSW - KIDS
Foundation

\. J

Inma Moreno
Recovery Project
Coordinator, Empowering
RIGHTS VIC

\. J

Jo Brodie
Educator QLD - KIDS
Foundation

Mia Dal Zotto
Recovery Project
Coordinator, Empowering
RIGHTS QLD



Main photo: lan Coutts, Margie Amarfio, Jo Stuckey, Kate Emerson, Susie O'Neill, Charles Kovess, Hamish McLachlan
Circles: Athol Hodgetts, Rimas Liubinas, Matthew Ricker



REVENUE

Income 2024-25 2023-24
Revenue $ 2,067,991 $ 1,059,953
Other income $ 751 $1,172
TOTAL $2,068,742 $1,061,125
Expenses 2024-25 2023-24
Education Programs $ 584,211 $ 567,207
Recovery Programs $1,123,483 $417,498
Administration $ 89,879 $69,567
Depreciation $ 4,460 $1.773
TOTAL $1,802,033 $1,056,045

Income Sources

Fundraising and Donations

Breakdown of Expenses

Program Delivery and Services

Focus Areas

Recovery

Education

2024-25

$1.831,173
$ 236,918

$ 751

95.3%

4.7%

62.1%
33.2%

4.7%

A full copy of our financials, notes, and commentary at as 30 June 2025

can be viewed online at www.kidsfoundation.org.au

2023-24

$853,275
$206,278

$1.172
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KIDS IN VEGAS

Just one week before Christmas, the KIDS Foundation received a remarkable gift from
Harris Plumbing Supplies and Vinidex—five all-expenses-paid trips to the 2025 NRL
Season Opener in Las Vegas. Five deserving individuals were carefully chosen from the
KIDS Foundation community for their resilience, contributions, and the challenges they
have overcome through trauma and injury.

Day two was dedicated to the trip's highlight—the NRL Season Opener.

This extraordinary experience, was truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity—offering
cherished memories and perhaps a taste of adventure for years to come.
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THE GUARDIAN

Capturing childhood innocence, the
bond with the horse, and the wisdom
of maturity.
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